New pellet plant

Maeder Bros. branches out to take
advantage of byproduct from sawmulls

By IAN PATRICK GRAY
Sun Staff Writer

Despite the reluctant and
fitful first month of winter in
Michigan, heating costs and
foel supplies usually domi-
nate residents’ thinking for
nearly =ix months of the

Vear,

A local business is seek-
ing to capitalize on those
needs and also dispose of a
pesky waste product from its
other operations at the same
time.

Maeder Bros, Sawmill in
Weldman originally opened
in 1952 amnd haz provided
custom cut fumber, rough
.}:w.'n ii:mmm ]I'nr ti:imllirlt}-:
rame housed, logs for log
homes and other products
lor 55 yesars.

The one constant in the
business has always been
wood chips,

As the powerful saws and
resaws bite into the huge
logs harvested and shipped
from' around Michigan,
clouds of wood chips and
sawdust My lke snow in &
Michigan blizeard,

A patural byproduct of
every sawmill, wood chips
ﬂnd muﬁuut nr'cumtlhll:n im
huge piles that must be dis-
oosed of in any way pessible.

wting operators time and

aney.

Proviously, sawmill own-
% arond the state would
iip their wiste (o paper
antficturing plants, Gen-
-.LI:IE Manager Rick Moeder

Hl}l with the mﬂnmnt cloa-
Ig ol two paper 18, one
| !*.'Im-'.}umnp:;mr the other
i County, the mar-
ol for chipa dried up.

*We st down and talked
boul what we could do®
[aeder said. *We talked
boul waiting to sce what
ould develop, but decided
) make something happen
i olrselves.”

What the board of direc-
ws, eonsisting of four of the
tldren of the two founders
erald and Russell Maedor,
i wad to invest in o
rowing trend in home heat-
gz woodd pellets,

Beginning  last

year,

Maeder Bros. built & 9,000-
square-fool stee] complex an
a_partion of the origanal 10
acres. of land purchised by
the funding brothers.

Set off by itsell] the com-
plex congists of two build-
thigs, one for riw material to
be storid and readied for wse
and the other to house the
machinery that creates the
fml]el.s and pack them
or retail sale, Maeder said.

Mpeder Bros. produces
about 20 percent of the mw
material the new plant
requires and imports the
rest from local sawmills.

Belching: forth: clouds of
steam and wood smake
when in operation (nol as
much as you'd think, howey
er), the process o make
wood pellets is simple in the
ory, but surprisingly com-
plex in practice, Maeder

Rai
Wood pellets contain no
additives or chemicals, but
are merely ground wood
chips, dried out and com-
pressed into short, ahiny
rods, looking like nothing so
much a8 Guinea Pig pellet
food or variegated dowels,
which are then cut io sioe
No glue & required becolise
the raw wood contains
lignin, a natural adhesive.
Raw wood chips and saw-
dust are fod into a cyclone
machine that separites the
larger pieces of wood from

the dust-like particles. The
dust s burned as foel for a
huge rotating kiln that dries

ouk the wood chips before
they nre ground to s consis-
tent size and fed into the
muchine that shapes and
com presses the pellits,

e product that comes
Nowing out on the conveyor

htﬂE is rovgchly 140 F
and must
a coaling mmmﬂ

nuini:.
~ Although the filling sta-
Lon. I8 automated, with
machines dumping pre-
measured 40-pound quanti-
e into plastic bags that are
then heat-sealed, the opera-
bon - requires 14 or 16
employees or the 24 hour a
day operation, Macder said

*You've ot to bring in the

$un photograph by VICTOR FITZSIMONS
Brien Maeder, left, and electrician Bryan Clare of puta

Brighter Concepts Inc. insulate paris ol the Maeder
Brothers Sawmiil's pellet mill Thursday.

Troy Shull loads a
Brothers on Thuraday,

Sun photograph by VICTOR ATZSMONS

Maeder employee James Osbomn holds a handful of
wood peliets fresh from the mill during his shift Thurs-

day.
raw product, grind i, dry it,

screen it and iron it,” Maed-
er said. “Its more than |
would  have  thought
involved. Theres almost an
art to making pelleta. You
have (o keep a steady flow,
but not too much. You have
to time it just right to suﬁs
encugh raw material
heat for the dryer.”

Employees also stack and
ship the product as well as
providing quality control by
SISIENCY.

You've got to make a
high quality product or
ple will net come back to buy
again,” Maeder said. *If you
put out junk, peaple will
notice it and stop buying. We
lot of hardwoods into
our pellets and the BTUs
(British Thermal Units)
come back way higher than

the minimum. We are also
under on ash content and
sulfur”

Pellets are sent out to &
lahoratory once & month to
test for quality, Maeder said.

Plant production goals
are aboul 100 tons a he
siid. The plant is rated lor 4-
6 tons per hour.

A single pallet of Maeder
Brothers Quality Wood Pel-
lete weighs one ton. It con-

wenl into opération aro

the first of , if sales
prow et en the Maed-
ers are ready Lo step up with

structure for another plant
Eh_'ﬁﬂd}' in place, Maeder
gaid.

Suin photogragh by VICTOR FITZSMONS
palletie with wood pellets in the steamy pellet mill at Maeder

Maeder Bros.
Sawmill

What: Mueder
Bros. Sawmill

Whe: Board of
directars includes
Rick and John Maed-
it (sons of co-founder
Gerald Maedor) and
Jane Atkinson and
Tom Maeder (children
of co-founder Russall
Maeder), Jim and
Tom Maeder (sons of

going in price of com
. 50 @ lot of peo-
le are inking corn
urners,  Maeder sadd.
“We're lp'ml.t_'f' central, so we
gave a lot on freight costa, It
just made senge W do il
{ we get 50 pellet mills in
Michi then that would
EOUF % up, You just do
what you have o to keep
BOTIE.



