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Attractive to industry

Region has benefits
that are drawing
new industries

By PATTY RAMUS
Sun Special Writer

Industries continue o bhe
sitracted to locate in Isabelln,
Clare and Gratiot counties
despite the pereeption that
they would be located out in
the middle of nowhere,

They have been attracted by
lower business costa, the pres-
ence of Central Michigan
University in the Mt. Pleasant
eommunity, and the relatively
elose location of mid-Michigan
to major areas such ns Grand
Rapide wmnd Detroit, said
George Dunn, president of

Middle Michigan Development

ar

“E’u'n- close enough awny to
gel to Detroit in three hours
but we're far enough away to
not e impacted by their higher
costs, That’s a big draw,” he
amid

New industry takes land to
dewveld
[Iui‘]];r?ql industrica  have
flocked to industrial parks in
(lare and I[=nbella countics.
Most of the available space has
been used up, Dunn said.

“We do hoave o shortage and
we're in the process of trying to
develop some new industrial
parks, That's a high-class prob-
lem,” he aaid

Mt. Pleasant Industrial
Park South has used 131 acres

Growth in
mid-Mich
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Clare Industrial Park has only
one small parcel left, and
Farwell Enterprise Park has
52 acres left out of 67 acres.

In Gratiot County, space 18
still available in the industrial
parks, Land has also bean set
aside to be zoned industrial by
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Businesses and residents
located in Renpissance Zonos
can gave big bucks by being
exempt from paying most
taxes for a certain period of
time

According to the Greater
Gratiot Development Inc.
Weh =ite, a issance
Zone i8 n “region created to

grate economic growth in
ﬂmd wreas of the state by
obating state and local taxes

T Tax break zones a tool

currently in or moving into
one of these

*The tax mnl.wi: BEruc-
ture, its o sweetener. It pro-
vides o reason for somebody
that may want to look ot
that location though it may
not be in their first line af
gxamination,” said Don
Schurr, president of Groater
Gratiot Development Inc.
“Because of the tax-free sta-
tus it looks at the tax-free
incentive that may outwiigh
some of the other things.”

(See Taxes, Pago 2) .-

6 neres, ML Pleasant
Industrinl Park North is full,

loeal municipalities if the prop-
(See Industry, Page 2)

for any business or resident

Industry

(Continued from Page 1)

er project eame along, said Don
Schurr, president of Greater
Gratiot Development Inc.

The Alma Industrial Park,
8t. Louwis Woodside Industrial
Centre, Ithaca Industrial Park,
and South [thaca Industrial
Park make up the industrial

ks located within Gratiot

ounty. The South Ithaca
Industrial Park has the most
space available, with 97 acres
available out of 160 acres,

“Each municipality does it

differently. In general
it has to be adjacent to
an existing industrial
area, away from resi-
dential and accessible
to existing infrastroc-
ture,” Schurr said of
how land is chosen to
be set aside. “In
Gratiot County we're
concentrating on
existing industrial
areas where old build-

ings have been torn down so
that we don't have to go into
primary agricultural areas.”

Most of the set-nside land in
Gratiot County is located with-
in tax-free Rennissance Zones,
If all the land set aside is zoned
for industrinl development,
then there shouldn't be a short-
age of land, Schurr said.

The Renaissance Zones in
Gratiot County are South
Ithaca Industrial Park, 5t.
Louis Bethany Henaissance
Zone, Emerson North Start
Renaissance Zone,
Breckenridge
Renniszance Zone and North
Shade Rennissnnce Zone.

A total of 85.5 ncres out of
1,562 neres has been used
between these five Renaissance
Zones.

A lot of the space hasn't been
used because not all of the land
within the zones is zoned for
industrinl use. All, with the
exception of Ithaca Industrial
Park, have a mixture of ngri-
cultural, commercial and some
industrial zoning, Schurr said.

Schurr said companies are
not zolely attracted to a loca-
tion based on the tax exemp-
tions offered in the
Rennissance Zones.

“Taxes are not the reasons
businesses loeate, There has to
b-[r.- a mnrketl reason,” he =nid.
“It's an exclusionar; ;
They go out and Iu-n:'l.t Er rea-
sons not to locate and they
whittle it down from there. It
has to be high E::Iity. and sim-
ply being tax doesn't look
nitractive.”

Recently a Toyota locked at
g:ﬁpert}' at Emerson North

r for an nssembly plant. It

chose n property south of
Indianapolis, beenuse it felt the
Inbor force was not adequate
enough, Schurr said.

Dunn said more industry is
needed in these counties to
share the tax burden with
homeowners, in communities
like Mt. Pleasant.

“Places such as the (Central
Michigan) University, Mt.
Pleasant Center, chu and
the hospital don't pay taxes,”
he said. “There's a good portion
of the land that would ﬁ -
able, and the tax burden falls
on the homeowner.”

Dave Rowley, Mt. Pleasant
city assessor, estimated about
50 percent of Mt Pleasant’s
Iand is tax exempt.

“It's szafe to say becpuse
there are more residential
properties that they (homeown-
crs) do have a substantinl tax
burden. That's not to say that
the commercial and industrial
don't have a burden, because
they do,” he said.

sratiot County has been
working to diversily its devel-
opment out of the automobile
industry, Schurr said.

"We are working on the
manufacturing end as a matter
of diversifiention strategy.
We've had a good denl of sue-
cess of diversifying out of the
large automotive suppliers and
going into other smaller com-
panies, We continue to plan on
doing that,” he said.

“More (auto plants) will
close. That's why we're working
to diversity our manufacturing
base, Il'h a nced of the entire
state.”

Dunn said the companies
have greatly diversified.



