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Retail ready to explode in Mt. Pleasant area
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O'Neil said Menards will
take some business awny from
Home Depot, but he is confi-
dent that there is enough of a
market in Mt. Pleasant for
Menards to be alive and thrive.

"From our standpoint, we
don't let other stores affect our
decisions. If we didn't go into
markets with other stores, we
wouldn't have expansions,”
ONeil said.

Menards is based in Eau
Claire, Wis,, which iz similar
to Mt Pleasant, he said. The
ML Plensant area is large
enough to constitute a regional
area that people from 20 to 30
miles away will drive to in
order to shop.

"This is nn opportunity to be
part of n lnrger development,”
O'Neil said. "Wal-Mart and
Sam's Club have a large draw-
ing awer,”

o have beon talking with
Kehl's, Michaels and dozens of
smaller nationally recognized
retailers,” Barnes said. The
company has also boen talking
with restaurants such as
Roadhouse Grill Ine., Star-
bucks Coffee Co. and Panera
Bread,

Barnes said Encore alas has
commitments from Wal-Mart

ﬂ? [
oderick Scott, community
affairs manager for the Mid-
west, said there the new Wal-
Mart Supercenter and the
planned Sam's Club discount
warchouse would take advan-
tage of o customer base that
already exists

"It will b good for the com-
munity,” Scott said, Mt Pleas-
ant has an attractive market
because it has a loyal costomer
bage. Wal-Mart is a modern
day general store; it will give
customers an opportunily to
got grocerios as well, he said.

Scott said many factors go
into choosing a location for &
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Scott ludhﬂ:fu::.llvl\lnrt Su-
contors grocories,
T addition to)general mer
chandise. He said super-
centers are well liked in com.

munities,
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In addition to the Union
Cummmu development, a res-
taurant and strip mall is
to be built on the 5.63 acres of
land near the intersection of
Bluegrass Fond and Colleginte

The building will be shaped
like n dumbbel] with two In
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Survey and Development.
There will be 12,000

feet of retail, said Union

ship Zoning Administrator

Woody Woodruff. Customers
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Yet another retail center

for its building in mid-fall. One
building will be on Palmer and
will hold one or two tenants
and the other, a small strip
mall, will be on Mission Street.

The foundation and o layer
of asphalt have already been
finished on the Mission Etr\eet
site. Aaron's Sales & Lease
Crwnership will be ﬂw b
building in the strip mail, Jo-
cated on the far left side of the
building.

A Into Cash will be
the second largest store at the
far right side of the building.
EnE& stores are set to open

eb. 1.



