Student’s company markets wild game soup
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The Itchy Splits bowling

velopment stage,
sgaid, “We want to start
manufacturing it.

“We've received some
nice feedback on our
soups,” 5

¢ soup company is the
third buaf‘;lm venture for
Thorsby. As he worked his
way through the entrepre-

neurship program he start-
ed a tent rental company
and a deck staining compa-
ny.

“I was ing companies
on ﬂwwmw said,
“After my first semester
and intro to en

ship, I started Elite Tent
Rental.

“] also started a deck

ata.lmnﬁ" company and hired
all my buddies.”

Thorshy said that at the

neur-

gaid. “My dad and I look

at each other when we took
a hite, and said “This is the
best soup we've ever

‘They took us to dinner, and we
ordered the pheasant noodle soup. My
dad and | looked at each other when we
took a bite, and said ‘This is the best soup

we've ever tasted.”

Cason Thorsby,

explaining how he first became interested in

“1 uwuﬂ: t, if uld
gl ool
only can thi ,nubﬁi?; would
buy Campbell's or Prog-
resso ever again.”

Thorshy said that he was
unable to get the recipe
from the restaurant, and
had no recipes of his own.

He said that he heard
about Dixie Dave Minar
and got the gumption to ap-
proach him one day, not as
a business person, but as a
student.

“I was sort of sly about
it,” Thorsby said. “I had
holey jeans, wore a beanie

Soup

wild game soup

with the hill pointing west,
mﬂlmmﬁ?shiﬁtthst

said ‘T love hot moms,” with 1

my boxers showing.”

by said that durin
his two and a half hour
with Minar, he shared all
the secrets of the wild game
soup process with him, and
becausge of this, he asked
him to be his business part-

ner.
“1 told him that I was a
student at CMU doing a

* business plan, and [ wanted

to start a wild game sou
company,” Thorshy mcr
“And we pretty much made

a gentleman's agreement
that I would do the business
gide, and he would do the
cooking side.”

Thnra% said that Minar
came to CMU with samples
of his soup, which he said
are 10 times better than his
first game soup experience.
“That's when it all start-
ed,"” Thorshy said. “It was
true, and I was making the

usiness, marketing, and fi-

going around to different
companies doing testing,”
he said.

The manufacturing
ess has been very timely
and technical, Thorshy
sand.

“We want the soup to
taste just like it does when
Dave makes it at his restau-
rant,” Thorsby said. “And
offer a healthy alternative
to what's a hle.”

(See Soup, Page 2A)

(Continued from Page 1A)

The menu of soups for
canning consists of venison
chili, venison stew, venison
and wild mushrooms, elk
tips and red wine sauce,
buffalo barley, wild boar
and black beans, pheasant
and wild rice, and gator
gumbo, according to- the
company Web site.

“Dave’s got a way of mak-
ing these soups that are low
in sodium taste good,”
Thorsby zaid. “They will be
gluten free, low sodium be-
ciuse it i85 important to
Dave for his customers to
experience a meal without
(irritating sensitive stom-
achs),

“When you go to Dave's
restaurant, he uses only the
finest and the best ingredi-
ents.

Thorsby said that Minar
is “celebrity in the wild

game world”, and he is the
owner of the Old Dixie Inn
of Birch Run where he spe-
cializes in wild game cui-
sine.

Although he went to
CMU with the full inten-
tion of making his mark;
Thorsby said he never
thought he would own a
SOUD COmMPAany.

]P didn?:nwnnt to leave
here without making sure
the entreprencurship pro-

am knew who I was”

horsby said. “I ended up
taking first place (with his
business plan) in the ‘Make
a pitch competition.”

“You do a five-minute
pitch to a board, and 1

wanted to blow the socks b

off of them, That's when [
knew my plan was valid,”
he snid.

Thorshy said they hoj
the soup will be available

summer, and he has come
full circle with his learning
exfurimm at CMU,
I've always been a fin-
ﬁirhea length away from
':r. Thorshy said. “(The
CMU  Research )
works in conjunction with
the university, and we have
two of undergrad
students doing the market-
ing for the company.
“They're doing real world
stull, and it's cool to do a
fm:t'_ for a real business.
ft lhm&ﬂim they were
a of it,” he said.
ile he's working to-
ward his master of business
administration degree, he
is helping others start their
URiNess,
“As a uate assistant
at CMU RC, I get to work
with them to get their ideas
and businesses off the
ground,” Thorshy said.



