Grants may boost business in Clare

By SUSAN FIELD
Clare Managing Editor

Small business enmgl;enem in
Clare County could soon benefit from
two federal grants aimed at beosting
the economy.

t of Agri-

culture Rural opment secretary
Thomas C. said that Clare
County and the Middle De-
velopment. Corp. each received a
$99, omic development grant
in an effort to lmpruw quality of life
in Clare

Middle Michigan Dd{-
. will use lts t to fun I‘ea-
study tn 1fthera is
a need or market for a huiﬁnm incu-

bator in Clare County, MMDC Direc-
::irdof Development y

A business incubator is a facility
that allows businesses to start at a
low cost, providing overhead,
and other services needed for &
ness to start, Methner said

“We're lookin tooeelfihere isa
niche in Clare unty t.n pport (a
ess mcuhator) d.

"We “ipraty excited about moving

A business incubator in Clare
, if deemed needed, could help
agru:ulhma or other
ethner said,
ty’s Small Business

Caunl.

buau:esses
that the coun

tiative Council is helﬁn in tlu_

project and that

work with the Mid Michi Innewa
tive Center in Midland if there is a
need for a business incubator in
Clare County.

Clare County's grant, which will be
administered by the county's hous-

ing pommission, will be used to sup-

port the Enterprise Community’s re-
volving loan fund for small business-
es, BC Executive Director Ed Kerr
said

“We're pmt:y excited,” he said of
the @ - the second Rural Devel-

sent fun the EC has applied
_' H “I'm pretty pumped

i ; loan fund for small business
‘ particularly those who
hTGdlfﬁt‘-'ull)' in securing traditional

(See Clare, Page 2A)

Clare

{Cunmmmpigrm;

turn
other would-be small busi-

ness owners, Kerr said.
Clare County and MMDC
of several

were two
U.S. to receive the

across the

grants,

;



